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ently constructed; nay, it is oft-times found to be
differently constructed in different minds; the final
test, then, being variable, truth itself must be alto-
gether uncertain; it must vary with the faculties.,
which alone can judge of it; nay, the word truth
can mean nothing else, than each man's own sub-
jective impressions of things.

The case is clear. Reason becoming personal,
truth must be personal too; if the organ be purely
individual, the product of that organ must be
stamped with the same individuality, and all truth
will be, as it were, but the projected shadow of our
own minds- Carry out this subjective reasoning,
and what do we come to? Evidently this, that the
individual mind, the me, is the generating principle
of all human knowledge; that the soul of man is
like the silk-worm, which weaves its universe out
of its own being; that the whole mass of know-
ledge to which we can ever attain lies potentially
within us from the beginning; that all truth is
nothing more than a self-development. The earlier
philosophy of Fichte is, in fact, the logical result of
the principle of individualism. Onceboundup within
the circle of our own subjectivity, and what have
we to do but to carry on one eternal process of
self-introspection, and thus to develop our own
subjective laws as the germs in which all the
knowledge to which we can possibly attain is pri-
marily involved ?

Will this subjective philosophy, then, the philo-
sophy of the me, really hold good? The triumphant